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Earlville United Presbyterian 

Church Personnel 

Pastor: Del Keilman 
Organist: Connie Miller 
Pianist: Tina Saylor 
Choir Directors: 

Lynda Lantz &  
Casandra Mitchell 

Treasurer:  
Sandra Kofoed 

Financial Secretary: 
Lois Selvig 

SS Superintendent K-8: 

Rita Novak 
Clerk of Session:  

Jane Russell 
 

 

Church Officers 
Deacons  -   

Class of 2010 

Jeannie Van Hon 
Karen Gibson 

Kay Druen 
Class of 2011 

Rita Novak 
Grace Zeno 

Jane Boardman 
Class of 2012 
La Verle Carter 

Judy Robb 
Casandra Mitchell 

Church Officers 

Elders - 

Class of 2010 
Frank Green 
Brad Kofoed 
Bill Mitchell 
Larry Imel 

Christine Stryker (Youth) 
Class of 2011 

Lois Selvig     (Fellowship)   
Mary Keilman (Fellowship) 

Deb Martin     (Faith)    
Alan Worsley  (Witness)   

 

Class of 2012 
Tina Stephens (Witness) 
Pat Russell (Stewsardship) 

Sandra Cockream(Fellowship) 

Karen Mathesius (Faith) 
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Church School 
Pre School: 

Kelley Keller & Tina Saylor 
Kindergarten—2nd 

Deb Martin 
3rd & 4th: Karen Mathesius 

5th & 6th: Dawn Rogers 
7th & 8th: 

Rita Novak & Bill Eckles 
 

High School & College ~ 
Bryan Pratt 

 
Adult—Delbert Erwin 

Music Director ~  
Tina Saylor &  
Angela Konzal 

 

Substitutes: 
Angela Konzal & Marcia Spies 

 

SS Superintendent  - 
Rita Novak 

 

AWANA 
Helen Gooddard—

Commander 
 

Young Life   
April Busse— Coordinator 
Beckey Stryker—Leader 

 

Presbyterian Web Sites 
Our  Churches Web Site: www.earlvillechurches.com 

Blackhawk presbytery web site:  www.blackhawkpresbytery.org 
Presbytery USA Web Site: www.pcusa.org 

Session Notes Highlights 
Session met on March 8th at the church.   Another movie night will be held on March 27, 2010 at 6:30 pm.   
Confirmation will be held on March 28, 2010.   Five girls will be confirmed.   The Mendota Food Bank will soon allow 
residents of Earlville to come to their band.   More information will be coming.   Advent and Christmas paraments 
have been received as a gift from members of the congregation.   Jane Russell, Clerk of Session 
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 OUTSIDE MY WINDOW    
 

This month as I write for the Newsletter my vision is 
impaired with a swollen right eye, the result of a 
bout with herpes zoster, or as commonly known 
“shingles.”  As you may or may not know, this is a 
virus from having chicken-pox, which I had as a 
young child.  The virus remains dormant in the 
body and then as we approach our “golden” years 
it can flare up causing the condition I am currently 
experiencing.  
 

Now this may be a poor comparison, but I wonder 
how long is it that God’s word can lay dormant 
within us before it surfaces; the seed planted be-
gins to sprout and flourish.   
 

By the time you read this article we have had the 
wonderful opportunity to baptize three young per-
sons, prior to their confirmation, along with two oth-
ers, into membership in the church.  We believe 
that the efficacy of Baptism is not tied to the mo-
ment the sacrament is celebrated for Baptism signi-
fies the beginning of life in Christ, not its comple-
tion. Baptism is an outward sign of an inward com-
mitment. Baptism calls for a decision at every sub-
sequent stage of life.  God’s grace works steadily, 
calling to repentance and newness of life. It is my 
prayer that as these young persons continue to 
study the Bible, and walk in God’s Light that His 
word and way will not lay dormant, but sprout 
bringing forth newness of life and understanding.  

This is not only my prayer for these persons but for 
all of us.  When we join the church we agree to a 
number of articles as set forth in our Book of Order, 
each of which is paramount to us as individuals 
and the success of the church.  But for me there 
are three that particularly stand out, proclaiming the 
good news, supporting the church and taking part 
in the common life and worship of the church, and 
responding to God’s activity in the world through 
service to others. 

 

  Is that seed planted within you laying dormant, still 
waiting to sprout?  I learned only a few days ago 
“shingles” could have been prevented by an inocula-
tion, but now I have to wait until this round clears up. 
God’s truth is that you can be inoculated with His 
Word and way at any time.  Don’t wait…do it now! 
 

In Christ’s love 

Pastor Del 

Pastor Del — Contact Information 

Church:   815.246.8004 

Home:  815.246.8118 

Cell:  815.861.2759 

(Change #)  Car:  815.830.3293 

 April 2010  

Food for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for Thought'''' 
Happiness comes through doors you did-

To the Editor:  {reprinted from a local newspaper} 
Are we giving our kids what they really need?  
As I was searching the Internet for an image to put 
on a certificate for my class when I came upon a 
survey of fourth- and fifth-graders. They were 
asked how many know the Ten Commandments, 
and 80 percent don't know them at all. Wow, no 
wonder we see so many disturbing actions of kids 
at younger and younger ages.  
I thought for a minute, I know it has been about 20 
years since I have been in school but at that time it 
was, "Who went to which church." Now it's, "You 
go to church?"  
I hear how everyone wants to sleep in, as we are 
an overworked nation. But for sleep, go to bed ear-
lier. We don't think twice to get up to make it to 
our kid's games or make sure all family members 
come for support. We can do the same for church. 
Just think the whole family can sit together and if 
you like to cheer, I'm sure no one would mind an 
"amen" now and then. You might be just what the 
church needs.  
Our area was once known for all its beautiful 
churches. Well, they are still here and since we 
have so many, that gives us many choices and 
times to fit our schedules.  
Let's remember these children will be our next 
politicians, doctors, and teachers, and will be tak-
ing care of us in the future. Wouldn't you want 
them to have Christian morals? Please take your 
family to church.  {Start this Sunday. It a perfect 
time to start} 
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Acolytes for Traditional Service . 
 

April 4th - Sarah Kofoed & Catrina Martin      
(Easter) 

April 11th   ~ Breana Novak & Jamie Hardin 

April 18th   ~ Jasmine Riley & Aditi Cuevas 

April 25th   ~ Casey Saylor & Tessa Konzal 

Ushers/Greeters 
9sm: Bruce Carter, Bob Jornlin, Bill Mitchell & 

Brad Kofoed 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
  April. 
BD  2 - Bruce Bauer 
   6 - Chelsea Martin &  Dave Bunnell 
   7 - Walter Baker & Jeromy Martin 
   8 - Melvin Mitchell 
 16 - Jeanette Groom 
 18 - Nathan Fruit 
 20 - Hazel Dole 
 21 - Mark Carter & Julie Olson  
 22 - Jared Philip 
 24 - Cassie Martin 
 25 - Jane Atherton 
 27 - Delbert Erwin 
 29 - Chris Bidstrup 

 AN  

 25 - Dave & Jane Bunnell 

   Communion Servers  
 Servers:  Sandy Cockream, Lois 
Selvig, Kay Druen, Laverine Carter. 

Preparers: Kay Druen, Laverlne Carter, Judy Robb 

Lay Worship Readers 
Traditional Service  

4th  Jane Russell 
11th  Ken Bidstrup 
18th  Dan Spies 
25th  Pastor Del 

   

Fellowship Hour . 
 4th -Bruce/Jane Bauer % Larry/Jean Imel 

11th -Brad Sandra Kofed & Bill/Deb Martin 

18th -Bill/Casandra Mitchell & Barb Ridge 

25th –Bruce/Laverle Carter & Bill/Jennie Eckles 

White Horse  
Contemporary Christian Music at 

2nd, 3rd & 4th 11am Services  

Food for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for Thought''''    
Exercise daily -- walk with the Lord. 
 

Angle Food Ministry OrderAngle Food Ministry Order--Pick Up Pick Up 
DatesDates  

Order Dates–  April 7, 1-2pm,  April 
10, 3-5pm,  April 11 , 10 –11 and 
12-1330. No orders taken after this 
date. 

Pick up date  April 24 between 
Noon and 1pm at Church 

Church Attendance  9am 11am 

Feb. 14       63   44 
Feb. 21       72  40 
Feb. 28       46  41 
March 7      59 45 
Ash Wed. eve combined with Methodist ser-
vice,  40 

Flowers:  Judy Robb 
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Choir News 
We practice every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30.  We will sing for the 9:00 am services.  We would 

welcome any and all new singers that would like to come and share their love of music with us!!! 
 

 

.The palm tree (Hebrew: tamar) has deep roots 
in the Hebrew Scriptures. After leaving Egypt, 
the people of Israel first camped in Elim, "where 
there were twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees" (Exodus 15:27). The branch of the 
palm tree is one of four arboreal symbols asso-
ciated with the festival of booths (Leviticus 
23:40 and Nehemiah 8:15). Jericho is called the 
"city of palm trees" (look out, Miami) in Deuter-
onomy 34:3 and 2 Chronicles 28:15. Deborah, 
prophet and judge, held court under a palm tree 
(Judges 4:5). Solomon's temple was decorated 
with carvings of palm trees on the walls and 
doors (1 Kings 6), and the new temple of Eze-
kiel's vision is similarly  
adorned (Ezekiel 40-41). The palm tree is used as 
a simile for the righteous in the Psalms (92:12), 
the body of the beloved in the Song of Songs (7:7-
8), and the former glory of Israel in Hosea 9:13. A 
palm tree uprooted or cut down symbolizes the 
judgment of Israel in Isaiah 9:14 and Egypt in 
Isaiah 19:15. In Joel 1:12 the withered palm repre-
sents the desolation of Judah. 
 

************************************************************************** 

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES 
   First, Thanks to all you have served this ministry in 
any way.  Without all the help we receive this would not 
be possible.  I know that God always provides and I truly 
thank him. 

JUDY ROBB 

========================================= 

 

What is the symbolism of palm branches? 

The palm frond (from the leaves of the Aracaceae) 
was a symbol of triumph in Roman times, bestowed 
upon the winners of military or athletic contests. 
They were the original pom-poms, or if you prefer, 
those giant foam fingers at football games. 

Therefore, when the people of Jerusalem greet Je-
sus with palm branches (Matthew 21, e.g.), they 
aren't just grabbing what is ready-to-hand to ex-
press their jubilation. The palms symbolize victory, 
a fitting tribute for the return of a triumphant king. 
There are multiple levels of irony in this scene: the 
one they greet is a not a king in a chariot, but a 
humble man riding on a donkey; he comes not with 
military might, but to establish a reign of peace; his 
"battle" is ahead of him, and it will seem to end in 
tragic and crushing defeat; the very crowds who are 
now crying "hosanna" ("save us") will soon be 
shouting "crucify him!" 

For the early Christians who suffered under Roman 
persecution, the symbol of the palm branch took on 
new significance as a sign of faithfulness and perse-
verance under the threat of death. In Revelation 7, 
the white-robed redeemed from every tribe and na-
tion —"those who have come out of the great or-
deal"— wave their palm branches around the throne 
of God, crying out: "Salvation belongs to our God 
who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" In 
the first few centuries of the church, psalms were 
strongly connected with martyrdom, to the extent 
that it was once assumed that an engraving of a 
palm branch on a tomb was sufficient proof that the 
one buried within was a martyr. 

Concentrate  on this Sentence  
 

'To  get something you never had, you have to 
do something you never did.'   When God takes 
something from your grasp, He's not punishing 
you, but  merely opening your hands to receive 
something better.  Concentrate on  this sen-
tence... 'The will of God will never take you 
where the Grace  of God will not protect you.  

Food For Thought 
The shortest distance between a problem and a  
solution is the distance between your knees and 
the floor.  
 
The one who kneels to the Lord can stand up to 
anything. Love and peace be with  you forever, 
Amen. 
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DeaconsDeaconsDeaconsDeacons    
The Deacons discussed where we were get-
ting the Easter lilies and tulips this 
year.  We also discussed Mothers and Fa-
thers Day.  We had 3 extra food boxes 
from Angel Food that we delivered. As of 
last count we have gotten enough stamps to 
fill 7 cards.  Thanks to all of you, that 
helped.  It is amazing what we can do when 
we all come together. 

Karen Gibson 

 

Send Newsletter Articles by e-mail to: 

usconsuling@earthlink.net 

Fax: 815.498.1260 

PC USAPC USA——Special Days  Special Days    

 April 1 - Maundy Thrusday 

April 2 - Good Friday 

April 3 - Great Vigil of Easter 

April 4– Easter/Restrussection of the Lord 

 One Great Hour of Sharing 

April Special Services 

Maundy Thursday joint services at Methodist 
Church. 

Good Friday services at Earlville Presbyterian 
Church.  

Easter Sunday Services at 9 am & 11 am. 

No Sunday School , K-8, on Easter Sunday.. 

The Coal J. Pope HomeThe Coal J. Pope HomeThe Coal J. Pope HomeThe Coal J. Pope Home    

 Celebrates Our “65 Celebrates Our “65 Celebrates Our “65 Celebrates Our “65thththth Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary    

1945 1945 1945 1945 –––– 2010 2010 2010 2010    
 

 The Board of Directors would like to invite The Board of Directors would like to invite The Board of Directors would like to invite The Board of Directors would like to invite 

you to Our Open House to Celebrate with us you to Our Open House to Celebrate with us you to Our Open House to Celebrate with us you to Our Open House to Celebrate with us 

God’s Blessings upon his home.God’s Blessings upon his home.God’s Blessings upon his home.God’s Blessings upon his home.    

Door Prizes of “Various Kind’s”Door Prizes of “Various Kind’s”Door Prizes of “Various Kind’s”Door Prizes of “Various Kind’s”    

April 24, 2010 from 1:00 to 3:00 pmApril 24, 2010 from 1:00 to 3:00 pmApril 24, 2010 from 1:00 to 3:00 pmApril 24, 2010 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm    

116 West Prospect St, Ottawa, IL 116 West Prospect St, Ottawa, IL 116 West Prospect St, Ottawa, IL 116 West Prospect St, Ottawa, IL     

For additions information and direction call  For additions information and direction call  For additions information and direction call  For additions information and direction call  

1111----815815815815----433433433433----0409040904090409    
 

 The Cora J. Poe Home offers women over age The Cora J. Poe Home offers women over age The Cora J. Poe Home offers women over age The Cora J. Poe Home offers women over age 

55 a safe environment for independent livening, 55 a safe environment for independent livening, 55 a safe environment for independent livening, 55 a safe environment for independent livening, 

in a Christian environment.in a Christian environment.in a Christian environment.in a Christian environment. 

Stronghold Work Day--May 1, 2010 
The Mission Strategies & Resources Board spon-
sors an annual presbytery-wide work day at Strong-
hold Camp & Retreat Center.  Participants help to 
continue to make Stronghold's grounds and woods 
a place where people can come together to enjoy 
each other's company and to reflect on the beauty 
of God's creation.  There are work opportunities for 
all age groups.  Stronghold maintenance staff and 
other volunteer crew leaders are on hand to facili-
tate all projects.  Stronghold provides a hot lunch, 
snacks and drinking water. 
 
This year's work day is Saturday, May 1, from 9 am-
3 pm.  The main project will be clearing limbs, trees, 
and brush near the Castle and Carriage House. 
 
Contact Pat Manasco at 815.732.6111 or 
patm@strongholdcenter.org by April 23 to let her 
know the size of your group and any special skills 
they might have.  Youth groups must have adequate 
adult supervision.  
 
Stronghold provides a hot lunch, snacks and 
drinking water.  
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Happy Easter! Happy Spring! 

We are unable to do a mission service at our local PADS this spring as there are no available shifts on 
Fridays or Saturdays.  They close April 30th for the season and will reopen in October.  We will try 

again in the fall! 
We will, however, help with Angel Food Ministries again this spring! 

 

March Review: 
We had our 2nd group class on the 14th.  Our group classes are working out really great!!    In our first 

group class in February-Valentines Day-we played a faith based (& love based, hence ,Valentines Day ) 
game and activity; and we did “love” activity worksheets.   

At our 2nd class in March, we played a game; enjoyed a “What is Easter Really About” skit; and made 
sheep and crosses.  We are all so happy we decided to start this  
“Second Sunday of the month –  Sunday School Group Class!   

 

Our Sunday School lessons in March led up to the Great Easter Story! 
We went over The Last Supper, Good Friday, and Palm Sunday. 

 

Looking Ahead into May… 
Sunday, May 9th, (Mother’s Day) will be our next group class! 

Sunday, May 16th, will be our last day of classes for this school year. 
 

Sunday, May 23rd, is PROMOTION SUNDAY! 
 

Looking Ahead into the summer…… 
Brian Pratt and his High School class have graciously agreed to run our  
Summer Sunday School program this year!  It will be held during the  

months of June and July, from 10:15-11:00am.   
It will continue to be a “one room Sunday School” style again. 

Please encourage your child(ren) to continue coming to  
Sunday School this summer! 

                                
    Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”    Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6     

 


