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Earlville United Presbyterian 

Church Personnel 

Pastor: Del Keilman 
Organist: Connie Miller 
Pianist: Tina Saylor 
Choir Directors: 

Lynda Lantz &  
Cassandra Mitchell 

Treasurer:  

Sandra Kofoed 
Financial Secretary: 

Lois Selvig 
SS Superintendent K-8: 

Rita Novak 
Clerk of Session:  

Jane Russell 
 

 

Church Officers 

Deacons  -   

Class of 2010 

Jeannie Van Horn 
Karen Gibson 

Kay Druen 
Class of 2011 

Rita Novak 
Grace Zeno 

Jane Boardman 
Class of 2012 

La Verle Carter 
Judy Robb 

Cassandra Mitchell 

Church Officers 

Class of 2010 

Frank Green 
Brad Kofoed 
Bill Mitchell 
Larry Imel 

Christine Stryker (Youth) 
Class of 2011 

Lois Selvig     (Fellowship)   
Mary Keilman (Fellowship) 

Deb Martin     (Faith)    
Alan Worsley  (Witness)   

 

Class of 2012 

Tina Stephens (Witness) 
Pat Russell(Stewsardship) 

Sandra Cockream(Fellowship) 

Karen Mathesius(Faith) 
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Church School 

Pre School: 
Kelly Keller & Tina Saylor 

Kindergarten—2nd 
Deb Martin 

3rd & 4th: Karen Mathesius 

5th & 6th: Jillian Harp & Dale 
Rankin 

7th & 8th: 
Rita Novak & Bill Eckles 

 

High School & College ~ 
Bryan Pratt 

 

Adult—Delbert Erwin 

Music Director ~  

Tina Saylor &  

Angela Konzal 
 

Substitutes: 
Angela Konzal & Marcia Spies 

 

SS Superintendent  - 
Rita Novak 

 

AWANNA 
Helen Goddard—Commander 

 

Young Life   
April Busse— Coordinator 

Beckey Stryker—Leader 

 

Presbyterian Web Sites 
Our  Churches Web Site: www.earlvillechurches.com 

Blackhawk presbytery web site:  www.blackhawkpresbytery.org 

Presbytery USA Web Site: www.pcusa.org 

Food for Thought'Food for Thought'Food for Thought'Food for Thought' 
“Character Is something that you cannot buy, and it’s something that cannot be taken from you. Your can only lose 
it. It’s the most important thing you own.”   Sean Tuohy. 

 

A bit of attention and a kind word --- that’s how little it takes to affect someone’s life for the better. 
 

 Popcorn Theory 
You can’t help everyone. But you can try to help the hot one who pops right in front of your face. 
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 OUTSIDE MY WINDOW    
 

Have you ever wanted to do something, and then when 

you did it wasn’t what you thought it would be?  I had 

never ridden a train. I’ve worked in them, sat in an en-

gine while cars were being switched, but never taken a 

train ride.  So Mary suggested that while we were re-

cently on vacation we satisfy the “hobo” in me, ride the 

rails and take the time to cross this item off my “bucket” 

list.   

 

I have long been fascinated by the steam engines that 

traveled through my home town.  The sound of the early 

morning whistle, and that familiar low throbbing chug-

a-chug-a-chug as the engine powered its way up a steep 

hill outside of Poynette, WI. So we decided that we 

would visit the Mid-Continent Railroad in North Free-

dom, WI, a museum dedicated to the railroading days of 

years gone by.  

 
We walked through the museum, looked at and into 

some impressively restored engines and cars, including 

early Pullman cars.  We learned some basics of steam 

locomotion, and the manner in which the engines were 

classified, all of this while awaiting the return of the 

previous train from its excursion. Then we heard it, at 

first faintly, it was the sound of the whistle….but….it 

wasn’t the sound of a steam engine, it was the sound of a 

diesel engine 

 

As it turned out the steam engine used was in repair, and 

the museum hopes to have back in service next year.  I 

was disappointed, but we had bought our tickets so we 

boarded one of the two restored passenger cars and be-

gan our 4.2 mile journey through a town that was no 

more, LaRue, to the end of the line at a quartzite mine.  

The car rocked from side to side as we began our short 

trip, and I soon learned that the rails were not the long 

span of today. The day was hot and the car was of an era 

well before air conditioning. The scenery less than I had 

anticipated, more corn fields.  And to top it off we sat 

across from a mother that was taking her 2 year-old son 

on his first train ride, and he was far less than happy to 

be there.  My dream ride was beginning to be far less 

than I had anticipated.  
 

 
It was then that the “light bulb” in my mind went off and I 

realized two things. First,  it wasn’t the journey that was 

really important, it was the one I shared it with, Mary.  

This trip wasn’t her desire she had ridden on trains before.   

 

She sacrificed giving up whatever it was that she wanted 

to do that day to see me fulfill my dream.  My growing 

disappointment soon turned to joy and thankfulness; my 

heart filled with love. 

 

The second realization was that in many ways this trip 

duplicated our journey through life.  Not all things turn 

out as we would have them to be, the travel bumpy, the 

day disappointing, or discouraging,  but we don’t travel 

the “rails” of life alone.  Jesus goes along for the journey, 

through the hills and the valleys, not always in places He 

would have us go, but still He goes with us.  He sacrificed 

not only an afternoon or a day, but His life for you and 

me.  Jesus said, “I will not leave you or forsake you….”  

He is our constant traveling companion, our source of true 

and lasting joy.  May we be filled with thankfulness, and 

our hearts with love, that He journeys each step of the 

way.  

 

In Christ’s love 

Pastor Del 

====================================== 

GOD promises a safe landing 

Not a calm passage. 

===================================== 

BLACKHAWK PRESBYTERY DATA 
First Presbyterian Church, Aurora has been dis-
missed, at the congregation’s request, from Black-

hawk Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
(EPC).   

Minister members and elder commissioners of Black-
hawk Presbytery voted to accept an agreement of 
dismissal at the May 11, 2010 presbytery meeting  

First Aurora reported a membership of 847.   

 

 

Pastor Del — Contact Information 

Church:   815.246.8004 

Home:  815.246.8118 

Cell:  815.861.2759 

(Change #)  Car:  815.503.2908 

Sept 2010 

 



3 

Acolytes for  

Traditional Sevice . 
 

5th - Catrina Martin & Sarah Kofoed 

12th - Breana Novak & Jamie Hardin 

19th - Travis & Tyler Bretsch 

26th - Casey Saylor & Tessa Konzal 

Ushers/Greeters 
9am: Brad & Sandra Kofoed; Don Robb. Allen 

Worsley 

Happy Birthday!! 

  Sept. 

BD    2 - Wanda Kofoed 

   2 - Bill Martin, Sr. 

   3 - Jeanne VanHorn 

   5 - Billy Eckles 

   9 -  David E. Goddard 

 13 - Nicholas Bidstrup 

 14 - Bryan Pratt 

 20– Stephanie Goddard 

 23 - Pat Russell 

 24 - Rick Stallman 

 AN   4 - Bill & Cassandra Mitchell 

   4 - John & Barb Ridge 

 22– David & Helen Goddard 

 22 - Melvin & Nancy Mitchell 

   Communion Servers 
     Sept.  

 Servers : Karen Gibson ,Jane Boardman,  Judy 
Robb  

Lay Worship Readers 
Traditional Service  

5th  Alan Worsley 

12th Lois Selvig   

19th Dave Druen   

26th Rita Novak 

   

Fellowship Hour . 
5 th Mary Keilman & Judy Hufton 

12th Dave & Kay Druen; Alvin & June Novak 

19th  Dan & Marcia Spies ; Lynda Lantz 

26th Karen Gibson; Pat & Jane Russell 
 

White Horse  
Contemporary Christian Music at 

2nd, 3rd & 4th 11am Services  Food for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for ThoughtFood for Thought''''    
The most important person in your life is God” 
   Virginia Cummings Roberts  

Flowers—Sept. 

 LaVerle Carter  

Presbyterian Women in Blackhawk Presbytery joins 
you and your congregation in celebrating the tremen-
dous and growing participation in Kits challenges  

The Church World Service warehouse has committed 
to send hundreds of thousands of School Kits to chil-
dren in developing countries over the next year, to en-
courage them and their families to start or continue 
their education.  

If EACH congregation in Blackhawk Presbytery 
makes at least 15 School Kits the goal would be 
achieved.  

Bring the kits, in boxes, to the November Presby-
tery meeting at Stronghold, November 8-9 and CWS 
will get them to the warehouse free of charge.  

For list of item to be included in School Kits, con-
tact member of Earlville PW.  
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Choir News 

We practice every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30.  We will sing for the 9:00 am services.  We would 
welcome any and all new singers that would like to come and share their love of music with us!!! 

 

This year we are very excited to join with Casey's 
Racing to Excellence program.  Come to 
AWANA's and find out how you can win a Casey's 
pizza coupon! 

   Sept. 8th: Start date 

   Sept. 15th: bring a friend and receive a surprise 
bag 

Sept. 22 and 29th: regular AWANA club nights. 

Again this year we are asking for parents to sign in 
and out their clubbers.  Enter through the west 
ramp entrance to sign in and sign out using the 
south entrance.  We are looking forward to a great 
year with your clubbers 
 

Overview of AWANA startup meeting held on July 
21, 2010 
 
 Start date will be September 8th, 2010 
Leaders  
 a. Sparks-  
 b. T&T– Tina Stephens, Amanda 
 c. Trek— Karen and Stephanie 
 d. Games– Brad and Jillian 
 e. Commander-Helen  
 f. Secretary—Sandra 
Counsel time will be split between Veggie Tale 

movies, crafts and service projects 
Music—Tina Stephens will put veggie tale songs 

on screen. 
Awana calendar was completed  
Candy will be given for those who bring in their 

dues 
Awana store items will be put in surprise bags and 

given out once a month to those who bring a 
friend 

Points will be given for memory work and gift cer-
tificates will be given. Details to be worked out 
at next meeting 

 

In God’s Love 

Helen Goddard 

Commander 

AWANA Club NewsAWANA Club NewsAWANA Club NewsAWANA Club News    
 Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed” 

                    (2 Timothy 2:15) 

Awana Clubs are broken down into three separate clubs. 

• Sparke’s 

• T&T 

• Trek 

Awana Clubs will begin on September 8th, 6:30-8:00 

Awana Clubs are open to all K-8th graders 

  Leaders are; 

    Games- Brad Kofoed and Jillian Harp 

    Secretary-Sandra Kofoed 

    Trek- Stephanie Kurtz and Karen Mathesius (7th&8th  

      grade) 

    T&T- Tina Stephens, Amanda Denk and Diane Lopez  

     (3rd-6th grade) 

    Sparks- Deb Martin, Need one more leader (K-2nd  

     grade) 

    Commander- Helen Goddard 
 

Things to remember; 

   1. Be on time (arrive no earlier than 6:15) 

   2. Wear your uniform (shirt and tennis shoes) 

   3. Bring your dues ($1.00 and receive a prize) 

   4. Bring your Bible (receive a prize and a point, 4 

       consecutive points and receive a coupon) 
 

PC USAPC USA——Special Days of  SeptSpecial Days of  Sept  

 5th– Christian Vocation 

12th - Christian Education Week 

21th - International Day of Peace 

26th - Evangelism  
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DEACONS 

Deacons are working with Angel  
Food Ministry. 

Visiting shut-ins .   

  Karen Gibson 

Angel Food Ministry OrderAngel Food Ministry Order--Pick Up Pick Up 
DatesDates  

Angel Food orders for the last few months 
have been down but now that school is back in 
session and everyone is back from vacations 
we are hoping that it will pick up again.   This 
is a strong ministry with an ongoing need to 
help the local communities.  Angel Food in 
Mendota recently quit doing it for lack of or-
ders and helpers.  Lets not have this happen 
to our Angel Food.  

Order Dates: for September are:  

Wednesday Sept. 15th 1-2pm 
Saturday Sept. 18th 3-4pm and  
Sunday  Sept. 19th 10-11am and 12-1pm. 
No orders taken after this date. 
 

Pickup Date: Sept. 25th 11-Noon at Church 

 Judy Robb 

Send Newsletter Articles by e-mail to: 

usconsulting@earthlink.net 

Fax: 815.498.1260 

Next Deadline—Sept.15, 2010 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Recap of Summer Events. 

Stronghold Summer Camps. 

Amy Kofoed attended Jr. High Adventure in June and 
NightOwl in July. 

Sarah Kofoed attended Jr. MAD (Medieval Arts and 
Drama) in June and Jr. Eco-Explorers in July. 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Average attendance each day of VBS was around 105 
kids, leaders and crews combined. 
 

Several members of  UPC participated in Vacation Bible 
School . 

Games: Brad Kofoed, Jillian Harp and Jared Philip  

Crafts: Tina Stephens, Diane Lopez and Sarah Kofoed  

Crew Leaders - Kyla Stephens, Amy Kofoed, Jamie Har-
din, Alayna Lopez, Samara Lopez 

Bible Voyage: Sandra Kofoed 

Church Attendance 

  9am 11am 

June 6 65 44 

     13 50 22 

     20 64 46 

     27 43 41 

July 4 42 37 

     11 63 41 

July 18    45    28 

 25    64    44 

Aug.  1     56    44 

 8     66    48 

 15   40    30 plus? 

Church Family Data 
Janet Worsley fell and broke a bone in her 
foot, is recovering at home. 
Mary Faye Myers, a long time member was 
taken to the Heritage Nursing in home in July 
Rita Novak’s father, Bruce Brown, on Aug. 
9th had lower part of his right leg amputated, 
however, blood infection, fever, off the 

charts high and low blood pressure, never 
really "came out of it" since the surgery.  Mon 
16th  they removed more of his leg He's been 
in ICU since then. Aug. 18 he is to be moved 
out of ICU to a regular room. 

Berniece Harris Melvin Mitchell’s sister, fell in 
June and broke her neck.  

Dan Spies mother died in June. 
 

 Keep above in your prayers. 
 
Larry Cartee  was recently promoted from 
Regional Director to District Manager for 
Blockbuster Video. 
 
Bruce and Laverle Carter  celebrate 65th 
wedding anniversary this Aug.  

Poka’s Chicken & Spaghetti Dinner: Sept 20 

Garage Sale & PW Luncheon: Sept. 23  
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  Sunday School classes begin Sunday, Sept. 12th. 

We are looking forward to a new, rewarding year 

of growing, learning, and sharing together! 

We started this new school year out with Rally Day on August 29th! 

Next months article will have more on that. 
 

 We have a couple new teachers this year that we are very excited about! 

We warmly welcome Mrs. Jillian Harp and Mr. Dale Rankin! Yay! 
 

 Teachers this year are: 

Deb Martin ~ Preschool & Kindg. 

Karen Mathesius ~ 1st – 3rd  

Jillian Harp & Dale Rankin ~ 4th & 5th  

Rita Novak & Bill Eckles ~ Jr. High (6th – 8th) 
 

 Our Substitutes this year are: 

Tina Saylor, Dawn Rogers, and Kelly Keller 
 

 Our Sunday School class time will run from 10:15 – 11:00.   

We will have music (hopefully!!) from 10:15-10:25,  

then the kids will go to their respective classrooms and will attend class  

from 10:30-11:00.  Please remind your child they need to be upstairs by 10:15. 

We know how fun it is to “hang out” and eat in the fellowship room; 

but, it is important to be on time for class too J 
 

 We will continue with our 2nd Sunday of the Month Group Class this year. 
 

 Jesus asks us to spend our days learning & serving, giving & praying,  

worshipping with others, and inviting & encouraging friends along the way! 
 

 Please encourage your kids to bring a friend to Sunday School this year. 
 

 Thank you to all who help support Our Church’s Sunday School program  

throughout the year!  No matter how big or small ~  

you are each very important and very appreciated!   
 

 “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”    Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6 Prov. 22:6     

Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak Respectfully Submitted    ~    For Him, Rita Novak     

 


